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KENYON CIP
Semesterly Newsletter

Welcome to the CIP Newsletter!

IN THIS ISSUE

By Joe Murphy
We’re shifting from the model of making a single big

DIRECTOR'S NOTE

annual report to an approach of issuing periodic
newsletters. With 3 issues a year, you'll be able to see
our event follow-up reports sooner, and we'll have
more opportunities to tell you about upcoming events

FALL 2021
ANNOUNCEMENTS

and services.
It’s been an honor and a privilege to work with the
Kenyon faculty and staff through this stressful time.
As we’ve watched and assisted with the difficult

FRANCIS SU RECAP
KEVIN GANNON RECAP

transitions of the last 18 months, we’ve consistently
seen our community’s dedication to our mission, to do

A LOOK BACK ON OUR

all we can to “build strong foundations for lives of

RECENT PROGRAMS

purpose and consequence.” Now, we’re excited by
what we’ve learned over the last 3 semesters, the
renewed sense of value in some of our pre-pandemic

BOOK CLUBS AND

practices, and of course the constant question…

WRITING GROUPS

What’s next?

CONNECTING DURING A
PANDEMIC
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Fall Tech Tuesday Lineup
Join us this fall for our Tech Tuesday learning series,
designed as an introduction to a variety of tools to aid
in your teaching, scholarship, or classroom projects.
Sign up for sessions here.
Aug 31 - Using Technology to Manage Groupwork
Sept 7 - Gathering Responses During Presentations
Sept 14 - Collaborative Reading Tools
Sept 21 - Tech for Telling Stories
Oct 5 - ArcGIS and Storymaps
Oct 19 - Inclusive and Accessible Tech Petting Zoo
Oct 26 - Tips and Tools for Improving Presentations
Nov. 9 - Gadgets and Gizmos Aplenty at Chalmers Lib.

Make feedback from
students a part of your
course planning
As you set your schedule for the semester, consider
reserving half a class for gathering mid-semester
feedback.

In the Group Instructional Feedback Technique, a
representative of the CIP will facilitate a
structured group discussion with students during
class time. For 20-30 minutes, the students will
offer their own perspectives on the course and
work together to identify the most significant
points. The CIP will then return a summary of the
students’ responses to you so you can debrief with
your students. Taking a mid-semester perspective
on your course offers significant benefits over waiting for end-of-semester course evaluations. It's
feedback you can use while the course is ongoing - whether that means making changes to the
course or helping students understand your teaching choices better. The GIFT session is also
structured to remind students of their own role as learners in a course and give them a chance to
consider changes they might make in their own habits.

If you're interested in scheduling a GIFT session for your course, please use our online form or
contact us at cip@kenyon.edu.
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Frances Su Visits Kenyon College
By Bob Milnikel
On 4 March, Kenyon's chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa, in partnership with the Center for
Innovative Pedagogy and the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics, hosted a virtual
visit from Francis Su, Benediktsson-Karwa
Professor of Mathematics at Harvey Mudd
College. Professor Su is past president of the
Mathematical Association of America,
current vice president of the American
Mathematical Society, and his most recent
book, Mathematics for Human Flourishing,
won the 2021 Euler Prize for mathematical exposition.

Professor Su's talk was well attended, with approximately 85 participants in the CIP-hosted
webinar, including students, staff, faculty, and several alumni. President Decatur introduced the
talk, which was based on the book Mathematics for Human Flourishing. Professor Su focused on
how universal virtues can be found in the exploration of mathematics, not only ones traditionally
associated with pure mathematics, such as Truth and Beauty, but also ones like Justice, Freedom,
Community, and even Love. There were some fun mathematical examples, but the focus was on
more universal ideas. The question-and-answer session was lively, and Professor Su graciously
stayed over the scheduled time to answer a few last questions. (He had also made time to share
some community with Math/Stat majors over a meal via Zoom earlier that day.)

Tech Tool Spotlight: Pear Deck
Looking for a way to get student reactions during a lecture?
Want more than a multiple choice response? Pear Deck can turn
any Google Slides presentation into an interactive online
discussion. Add questions to slides, have students respond on
their laptops or mobile devices, see their responses in real time,
and keep a copy for your gradebook later. Pear Deck works
especially well with small group active learning: you can see the
progress that different students are making from a central
monitor while they work on a question collaboratively. If you are
interested in learning more about Pear Deck or other tools to
make your classroom run more smoothly, contact the CIP today.
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Kevin Gannon Visits Kenyon College
By Orchid Tierney

With the support from the Consortium of Higher Achievement and Success (CHAS) and the Center
for Innovative Pedagogy, Profs. Keyana Parks (English) and Orchid Tierney (English) hosted a
book discussion on Radical Hope: A Teaching Manifesto by Dr. Kevin M. Gannon. Meeting in
November 2020, then mid-January and February 2021, the book discussions attracted faculty and
staff from multiple departments and areas at Kenyon and other Consortium member colleges. On
March 18, 2021, the book group concluded with a virtual college-wide talk, titled “A Pedagogy of
Hope,” by Dr. Gannon who discussed his book Radical Hope in the context of a responsive and
socially just pedagogy. Over seventy people (from Kenyon and other colleges) attended the webinar
with Orchid Tierney introducing Dr. Gannon and Dr. Parks serving as discussant and respondent.
Prior to the webinar, the book group was also fortunate to have a more intimate discussion with Dr.
Gannon on March 16, where he answered questions related to pedagogy, Radical Hope, and public
writing.

Dr. Gannon is the director of the Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning and professor of
history at Grand View University. As well as a noted public speaker, he also writes for the
Chronicle of Higher Education. His book, Radical Hope, tasks educators to stage pedagogical
practices within anti-racist, equitable, and inclusive frameworks to sustain student and faculty
successes in the classroom. Dr. Gannon describes “teaching as a radical act of hope…an assertion of
faith in a better future in an increasingly uncertain and fraught present.” Both his webinar
presentation and book offered a toolkit of strategies for educators to navigate the increasingly
complex climate of higher education today. View the recording here: https://youtu.be/Rzf-knoKmHo
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A Look Back on Summer 2021 Programming
2021 Summer Course Design Institute
By Alex Alderman
The CIP offered its annual Course Design Institute from June 7
to 11, 2021. These workshops were offered in a hybrid format to
accommodate Kenyon faculty. Video lectures and readings on
Moodle summarized contemporary approaches to course design,
and Kenyon faculty met with CIP staff virtually to collaborate
on courses in development.

The Course Design Institute is structured along the lines of a
“backward design” process, devoting time to learning goals,
assessment strategies, and plans for classroom activities.

In the past four years, 58 faculty from all divisions of the
college have participated in the Course Design Institute. The
CIP will continue to adapt the format of the institute to serve
faculty needs and consult with faculty on course design issues

58 faculty
FROM ALL DIVISIONS
have participated in our Course Design Institute over

at their convenience.

the past four years.

2021 Summer Podcasting Workshop
By Ashley Butler
On Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout June,
Storycenter.org's founder and executive director Joe
Lambert returned to Kenyon in an online session of
storytelling in the popular podcast format. We were also
joined by audio and podcast artist and digital storytelling
facilitator Marie Lovejoy. Lovejoy and Lambert led faculty
through story development, scripting, interview technique,
audio hardware options and trainings in Audacity and
Hindenberg software. At the end of this seven session
training, each of the ten faculty participants completed a
7-10 minute podcast episode on a subject of their choice.

This workshop was supported by the College's Digital
Storytelling Grant from the Andrew Mellon Foundation.
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2021 Summer Writing Group
By Eric Holdener
The CIP’s summer faculty Writing Group
met for 11 consecutive Wednesday mornings,
from 9:00-noon, June 9 through August 18.
Attendance varied from one to eight,
roughly 10-80% of “registered” participants,
and in a departure from recent activities, all
our sessions were held in person with zero
remote connections. An initial survey of our

2021 Summer Bookclub
By Joe Murphy

members’ plans for their efforts included
various manuals & books, research papers &
workshop presentations, tenure prospectuses

In July, a group of 11 faculty and staff met twice to

& grant proposals. I am sure everyone made

discuss James Lang’s new book Distracted: Why

progress, but a few members did reply to my

Students Can’t Focus and What You Can Do About

request for news of the headway they made,

It. Lang traces our concerns about distractibility

and here are some highlights:

back as far as Aristotle, putting those concerns in

One person finished a workshop

a long tradition while also recognizing some of the

presentation; heavily revised an essay

distractions of our hyperconnected age. Lang’s

that has been re-submitted; nearly

basic argument, though, is that we may spend too

completed another essay; and wrapped up

much time worrying about “distraction” and not

revisions on a third essay that will be

enough on designing classes which cultivate the

published in a few months.

skills of paying attention. In the second part of the

A second person made significant

book, he looks at concrete actions faculty can take

progress on a proposal that will be

to build attentive communities, and find and focus

submitted presently; completed guest-

their attention in the rhythms of the class period

editing a paper that the authors will be

and the semester.

submitting soon; and made sufficient
revisions on one of their own papers to

It was great to gather face to face and share lunch

firmly declare that this will be submitted

as we discussed the book. Our conversation ranged

before September 15!

from our own experiences with some of the

Perhaps most impressive, a third person

problems and solutions described in the book, to

completed their tenure prospectus;

the particular ways we see “performative” or even

revised and submitted a manuscript,

“obligatory” distraction playing out in Kenyon’s

which they then received back in time to

culture. We hope you’ll see some of these

start working on revisions; and they are

techniques at work in classes, department

also looking forward to submitting

meetings, and CIP events.

another (much longer) manuscript that
they also worked on during our sessions.
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Connecting During a Pandemic
By Joe Murphy
The pandemic didn’t stop us from coming together twice in online conferences this spring, to
celebrate what we’re learning about innovative, inclusive, excellent teaching.

Teaching and Learning Beyond 2020, January 21-22.
As we completed nearly a year of emergency remote teaching due to the pandemic, we wanted to
offer an opportunity to reflect and celebrate some of the teaching strategies which got our
institutions through. We had 18 faculty and staff presenters representing 4 liberal arts
institutions, with over 90 registered attendees.
Click Here to watch session recordings.

What Works: Inclusive Excellence in the Classroom, April 15, 22, and 29
This conference presented reports from recipients of HHMI Course Innovation Grants, which are
designed to improve inclusion in Kenyon's courses in the Natural Science Division. The
conference started with a keynote and workshop by Cia Verschelden, author of Bandwidth
Recovery: Helping Students Reclaim Cognitive Resources Lost to Poverty, Racism, and Social
Marginalization, sponsored by the college’s HHMI Inclusive Excellence grant.
Click Here to watch session recordings.

One of the best parts about an online conference is that
the sessions are still available on our YouTube channel,
https://youtube.com/KenyonCIP.
Stay tuned for more information about our June 2022
conference!

